
 

 

Close down Indian Point 
Posted 7/2/15 

To: Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, Mayor de Blasio, and all NY Elected Officials 

From: Bronx Climate Justice North, Bronx Climate Justice South, and South Bronx 

Unite 

We are writing to urge you to call on the federal government to deny license extensions 

for the Indian Point nuclear power plant.   

We are an alliance of environmental and climate justice organizations in the Bronx: 

Bronx Climate Justice North, representing residents from all parts of the Bronx; Bronx 

Climate Justice South, a South Bronx-based environmental justice coalition; and South 

Bronx Unite, a coalition of South Bronx residents, organizations, and allies working 

together to improve and protect the social, environmental, and economic future of the 

South Bronx.  

All of the members, communities, and organizations that the BCJN/BCJS/SBU alliance 

represents live and work just 25 miles from Indian Point. We are therefore front-line 

communities of the power plant. We in the Bronx stand in solidarity with countless 

communities, organizations, and individuals throughout the Hudson Valley region who 

demand the closing of Indian Point. 

Our opposition to the continued operation of Indian Point is based on our clear 

understanding of the critical threats the plant poses to public health and safety and to 

the environment. The May 9th transformer fire that resulted in tens of thousands of 

gallons of oil spilling onto the property and into the Hudson River is yet another 



warning that Indian Point poses a grave threat to the well being of millions in New 

York City and the Hudson Valley. 

On May 14th, Resolution 694 was introduced in the New York City Council “calling 

upon the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission not to relicense Indian Point 2 

and Indian Point 3, so that those reactors will cease operations.” The resolution recites 

a litany of reasons to deny license extensions with which you and we are all too 

familiar. We thank Bronx NYC Council members Andrew Cohen and Ritchie Torres for 

their co-sponsorship of Resolution 694. 

In addition to our other concerns about Indian Point, we wish to express our very grave 

concern over the decision of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to 

approve construction, by the Spectra Energy Company, of the Algonquin natural gas 

pipeline. Incredibly, the pipeline will be sited close to Indian Point and the Ramapo 

seismic fault, which is nearby.  

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has stated that Indian Point is one of the most 

dangerously sited nuclear plants in the nation. The 911 Commission reported that Al 

Qaeda gave serious consideration to targeting Indian Point before choosing the World 

Trade Center instead.  

In addition to those concerns, FERC’s decision to allow the siting of a 42-inch, high-

pressure pipeline next to a plant that has been plagued by accidents and safety 

problems since it opened in 1973 is unconscionable. We thank you, Senators Schumer 

and Gillibrand, for calling for a new hearing on FERC’s determination. 

Mayor de Blasio, your energy plan, OneNYC supports “the operation and relicensing” 

of Indian Point as part of New York City’s energy supply. But, as has been conclusively 

demonstrated in myriad studies, and as Resolution 694 notes, Indian Point is not 

necessary to New York’s energy needs. 

Over the past nine years, our allies in this movement have gathered and delivered to 

the governor and New York State’s senators thousands of signatures on petitions 

urging that license extensions for Indian Point be denied.  



They have met with you -- Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, with the staff of Governor 

Cuomo, with former Senator Clinton, and are conducting ongoing meetings with local 

elected officials. As Resolution 694 notes, Governor Cuomo has long opposed Indian 

Point. Now more than ever, we ask you to heed the voices of your constituents.  

Our city and state must focus on ramping up energy conservation measures and the 

transition to renewable energy sources, rather than continuing to pour resources into 

outmoded sources of energy (nuclear and fossil fuels), that are antithetical to public 

safety, to a clean environment, and to efforts to curb climate change. 

We ask that you immediately issue public statements calling for the denial of license 

extensions for Indian Point.  

Your Bronx constituents will thank you for taking action. 

Jennifer Scarlott, a member of Bronx Climate Justice North and a frequent 

contributor to The Riverdale Press op-ed page, submitted this plea to elected officials. 

Point of view is a column open to all.  

 


